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Th FIRST DAY. 16.2 

ursday, Apri p. m. 
The choir saug 

Great attend while Zion sings 

The oe thy presence springs. 
Prayer by Bishop Loreuzo D. Young. 
The choir sang— | 


Elder John Taylor addressed the 
Conference. Wheu we meet together, 
as at present, it was absolutely neces- 
sary that we place ourselves under the 
guidance of the Almighty. It is very 
important that we have bis Spirit, not 
only in speaking, but in hearing. Al 
though we of ourselves might be very 
weak and ignorant, yet, by his assist. 
ance, we might be enabled to acquit 
ourselves in the discharge of our duties, 
honorably before God, iu the building 
up of his kingdom on theearth. It 
was an unspeakable privilege for us, 
thus assisted, to be ov-workers with 
Ged in bringing about his purposes. 
Joseph Smith was an instrument in 


the hands of God, in performing the 


labor and bringin forth the revelations — 


that came through him. We were in- 
debted to God for a knowledge of the 
Priesthood, both the Melchizedec and 
Aaronic. The world was entirely ig- 
norant of it until it was revealed 
through Joseph Smith: 


He spoke of the condition of the 
world when God raised up — 
Smith, gave bim authority to p 7 
and ordain Elders, and send them 
forth to preach the Gospel withoat. 
purse and scrip, as did the ancient 
Apostles. God was the same yester- 
day, to-day, and forever. Whenever 
a dispensation of the Gospel. was com- 
mitted to man, those who received and. 
obeyed those principles which the ser- 
vants of God were sent forth to pro- 
malgate, were always entitled to the 
same blessings and privileges that the 
Gospel holds forth. The Saints now 
before him could bear witness that 
they had received the same blessings 
that the ancient Saints enjoyed, hence 
God was no respecter of persons. 

He spoke of the designs of the 
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Almighty from the beginning of the 
world. In our day he had opened up 
the dispensation of the fullness of 
times. Thus heavenly principles were 
revealed to the earth, and some of 
them were so plain and simple that a 
wayfaring man need not err therein. 
To disseminate these principles, God 
had given his Holy Priesthood, which 
was nothing short of his rule and gov- 
ernment upon the earth. We had an 
organization now as in ancient times, 
with Prophets, Apostles, Bishops, 
Seventies, Elders, Pastors, Teachers, 
to., placed in the Church, for the 
rfecting of the Saints, the work of 
the ministry, etc. The Almighty gave 
the pattern for the organization of the 
various Quorums of the Priesthood to 
Joseph Smith, and to God be all the 
glory. 

He also spoke of the marriage rela- 
tions—the relations between a man 
and his wife, or wives, which God had 
made known to us, the building of 
Temples, and what our duties were 

rtaining to them. Before obeying 
he Gospel, our ideas pertaining to the 
future stite were very vague, as are 
the ideas of the Christian world at the 
present time. The outside world never 
could see or comprehend the Kingdom 
of God, for it could only be discerned 
by the Spirit of God, and that Spirit 
could fs be obtained by baptism for 
the remission of sins, and the laying 
on of hands by those having authority, 
-for the reception of the Holy Ghost. 

After relating a very interesting 
conversation he had with Baron Roths- 
child, while on a visit to Salt Lake 
City, on the subject of religion, he 
closed by an earnest appeal to the 
Latter-day Saints to be full of inte- 
grity, and faithful in observing the 
commandments of God. 

Conference was adjourned till to- 
morrow morning at 10 a.m. 

The choir sang an anthem— 

Worship the Lord evermore. 

Benediction by Elder Franklin D. 
Richards. 

Friday, April 7, 10 
iday, April 7, 10 a.m. 

The choir — — 
Father, how wide thy glory shines, 
How high thy wonders rise 


Prayer by Elder Lorenzo Snow. 


The choir sang— 

The time is nigh, that time, 
That great, — — day. 

Elder Lorenzo Snow said forty-six 
years had away since the orga- 
nization of the Church, and it had 
withstood all the storms that had been 
brought to bear against it. A man by 
the name of Joseph Smith started out 
with a declaration that God had spoken 
to him, committed to him certain prin- 
ciples and authority, which he was 
commanded to make known to the 
people, with a promise that whoever 
would receive his testimony and be 
obedient to the heavenly message, 
should receive the Holy Ghost, that 
would reveal to its recipients a know- 
ledge of the truth of that testimony. 
Many thousands who were assembled 
here to-day, gathered from the various 
nations of the earth, had received that 
Spirit, that was given them by the 
laying on of hands, which the servants 
of God had promised them. The 
greatest gift that God could possibly 
give to the sons of men, was the gift 
of salvation, and after we had em- 
barked in the great work, there was 
no sacrifice too great for us to make, 
so that we might secure the blessings 
of eternal life. The ordinances and 
gifts of the Gospel we appreciated so 
highly, that no earthly consideration 
would deter us from cleaving to the 
— of great price. If we would only 

eep the commandments of God, our 

whole body should be full of light, and 
we would be able to comprehend all 
things. 

He exhorted the Saints to hecome 
more and more allied to the Spirit of 
the Lord, and improve day by day in 
their life and conduct, to be governed 
not by their own will, but by the 
counsel of those whom God had placed 
over us. Let us discharge our 
obligations in the féar of God, that 
we might finally be saved in the King- 
dom of God. 

Elder ©. C. Rich said the labor of 
the Latter-day Saints was to build ap 
the Kingdom of God. We had been 
very much favored in being permitted 
to come forth in this dispensation, to 
assist in establishing the great work of 
the last days. God required his peo- 
ple to become one, and we were 


required to adopt every principle that 
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would bring us to a oneness. We had 
been forty-six years, since the organi- 
zation of the Church, trying to become 
one. How far had we succeeded in 
this? Unless we accomplish this, we 
should surely come short of a fullness 
of glory in the world to come. God 

uired of us nothing but what would 
—— to our salvation, and what we 
could easily accomplish. Since we 
came into these mountains, by our 
union a great deal had been accom- 
plished, but by becoming more united, 
much more might be done in the future 
than had been done in the past. 
Much responsibility rested upon us as 
Elders of Israel. The judgments of 
God were beginning to be poured out. 
The time was short to bring about the 
purposes of God in carrying salvation 
to the nations of the earth. The 
labor, therefore, that rested upon us 
was very great. Let us become sancti- 
fied in our spirits and in our bodies, 
and guided and directed in our labors 
by the counsel of the servants of God. 

He prayed that the blessing of God 
might rest upon his servants during 
this Conference, that all might be 
refreshed and edified. 

Elder Franklin D. Richards said if 
all the Saints could be present together 
during Oonference, to hear what was 
spoken, it would be far easier to con- 
trol and govern the people throughout 
the Territory. 

He dwelt considerably on the neces- 
sity of union, to enable us to accom. 
— what lay before us to be done. 

e needed much culture and educa- 
tion, and if we endured in the counsels 
of the servants of God, our union 
would increase. The union that was 
wanted, was that which united us in 
the Spirit of God, and prompted us to 
keep God’s holy will. Divisions, dis- 

» and — 

general among the inhabitants o 
ther earth. Let — united in these 
valleys, in the building of Temples, 
by carrying out faithfully the law of 
Tithing, which God gave to Joseph 
Smith about eight years after the 
organization of the Church. Let us 
pat away the evils of the world, and 
cultivate the pure principles of the 
Gospel, and be willing to labor in our 
sphere in doing the will of God. Let 
us practise our secret prayers, and all 
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other duties devolving upon us. That 
we might see the work of God prosper, 
was his earnest prayer and desire. 
President B. Young made a few re- 
marks on the subject of Tithing and 
consecration. 
The Conference was adjourned till 
2 o’clock p.m. 
The choir sang an anthem— 
O praise God in his holiness. 
Benediction by Elder Brigham 
Young, jun. 
2 p.m. 
The choir sang 
All hail the glorious day 
By Prophets long foretold. 
Prayer by Elder Orson Pratt. 
The choir sang— 


We're not ashamed to own our Lord, 
And worship him on earth. 


Elder Isaac Bullock, a returned | 


missionary, said he felt truly happy to 
bear testimony to the goodness of God 
tohim. He was called on a mission 
last November, to go and labor in the 
western part of lowa. He met in that 
State every kind of apostate; many 
of them were very anxious for dis- 
cussion, but he told them he was 
sent there to preach the Gospel. Him- 
self and Elders Joseph E. Taylor, and 
Claudius V. Spencer, had been laboring 
together, and their united labors had 
been crowned with the blessing of God. 
They had baptized quite a number, and 
organized several Branches of the 
Church. 

Elder Claudius V. Spencer, a re- 


turned missionary, said he felt thank- 


ful to be here, and far more honored 
than to be in the presence of princes 
and kings. He knew that this was the 
Kingdom of God, though a great many 
judged us by our imperfections, but if 
such would only examine our éondition 
and their owu, they could more easily 
acknowledge us to be the Saints of the 
Most High. The Elders sent lately to 
Iowa had a greater measure of apostacy 
to contend with, than perhaps any 
other Elders ever had to cope with. 
God had been with them by his Spirit, 
and endowed them with the gift of 
testimony, and whatever good had 
been accomplished by their labors, 
God was the author of it, and to him 
be the glory. He then exhorted the 
Saints to faithful, to keep their 
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covenants, and endeavor to do his 
will. 

Elder Joseph F. Smith contrasted 
the difference, and spoke of the supe- 
rior conditien of good, faithful Saints, 
who had kept their covenants both 
temporally and spiritually, to that of 
those who had apostatized from the 
faith. Many ple in the world 
believed that the Latter-day Saints 
were being led by a few — 
shrewd individuals, who were only 
guided and influenced by sordid and 
selfish motives. The majority of the 
Latter-day Saints were once associated 
with some religious body, and became 
fully convin that they bad not got 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but a form 
of godliness without the power, and 
when they had the privilege ot hearing 
the testimony of the servants of God, 
the Spirit of God bore witness to their 
hearts that they were the truths of 
heaven. The Latter day Saints were 
not ah ignorant people, as many sup- 

med, and those of them who were 
— their — — knew that this was 
the place for Saints to be in, where 
they could be guided and directed by 
the counsels of the servants of God. 
We had in view the building up of 
Zion. We had in view the spread of 
the principles of the Gospel, hence we 
sent forth our Elders to the nations of 
the earth. The evil of infanticide, 
spoken of by Elder Spencer, so rife in 
many countries, the murder of inno- 
cents, could not be laid at the door of 
the Latter-day Saints. So also the 
sins of profanity and drunkenness were 
neither tolerated. nor practised by 
Latter-day Saints in good standing. 

He spoke of the wisdom and safety 
in the Saints being guided and directed 
by their leaders, who were inspired of 
God. He spoke of the necessity of 
being united in the new and ever- 
lasting covenant, to deal justly with 
each other, to be kind to the poor, to 
pay our debts, and then keep out of 
debt, to pay our Tithes and offerings. 


He did not believe it was pleasing to 


God for the Saints to mortgage their 
homesteads at the risk of being turned 
out of doors. If every Latter-day 
Saint would pay an honest Titbing, 
there would be an abundance in the 
storehouse of the Lord, that would be 
amply sufficient, not only for the build- 
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ing of Temples, but all other purposes 
for which it might be required. 

The Conference was adjourned till 
to-morrow at 10 a. m. 

The choir sang an anthem— 

Sing to the Lord in joyful strains. 

Benediction by Patriarch John. 

Smith. | 


THIRD DAY. 
Saturday, April 9, 10 a.m. 

The Conference was called to order 
by Elder B. Young, Jun. 

The choir sang— 

When earth in had lai 

And darkness — reign 

Prayer by Elder George Goddard. 

The choir sang— 

Praise ye the Lord, my heart shall join 

In work so pleasant, so divine. 

Elder C W. Penrose said the 
Church with which we were connected 
was the Church of God, and though 
we as a people had many weak 
God was very merciful to us, an 
would continue to own and bless us, 
so long as we showed forth a disposi- 
tion to honor him and keep his com- 
mandments. God had taught us how 
to pray, so that our prayers could be 
heard. He had blest us with means 
and with influence, and caused the 
earth to yield its increase. He would 
bless us with the riches of eternity, if 
we would only humble ourselves be- 
fore him and keep his commandments. 

He rehearsed the goodness of God 
in bis providences while bringing us 
into this goodly land and since our 
arrival here, and partaking so freely 
of the blessing of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, yet many of our hearts had been 
more or less alienated from him, 
becoming worldly minded and se 
In our partial blindness, we were apt 
to complain that the power of God 
did not accompany the administra- 
tions of the Elders in the laying on 
of hands to that extent that it did 
formerly, but where that was the case 
the fault was with us, and not with 
God, for he was 12 as willing to ex- 
ert his power and manifest bis bless 
ings among his Saints as ever, if our 
faith was only sufficient to secure and 
appreciate them. The Saints of God 
were willing to be led and guided by 
the power of God. The Gospel of 
Jesus Christ was not given to afew 
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énly, but to all who were willing to 
receive it, and the Spirit of Christ was 

ured out not only on the preacher, 

ut the people. We were not tyran- 

nized over as a people by our lead- 
ers, as was generally supposed by 
our enemies, but we were willing 
to be led and guided by wise and 
judicious counsel. The people who 
inhabited this Territory had come out 
from many countries, and from un- 
der a great variety of circumstances, 
and many of them had met with diffi- 
culties and trials and disappointments, 
but had been enabled to surmount the 
same by the prevailing conviction that 
their chief business in coming here 
was to help to establish and build up 
the kingdom, hence they continued to 
hold on in their allegiance to Jesus 
Christ, their living head. 

He referred to the great lapee of 
time there was when no Prophet nor 
the voice of God was heard among the 
people, but in the course of time God 
again spoke, and revealed his autho- 
rity to man. That authority was here, 
and his kingdom was being established, 
and would continue to grow and in- 
crease until the kingdoms of this 
world would become the kingdoms of 
our God and his Christ. 

He bore a strong and faithful testi- 
mony that this was the work of God, 
in which the people called Latter-day 
Saints in these mountains were en- 
gaged. 

Elder Orson Pratt spoke of the wil- 
lingness of the Saints to hearken to 
and carry out the counsel of the ser- 
vants of God. No person had been 
compelled or constrained to do what 
he had no disposition to do, since the 
organization of the Church. All was 
freedom in this Church, and no indi- 
vidual had any right to exercise any 
other influence over the people but 
that of moral suasion, for such 
would be a violation of the most 
sacred and holy principles of civil 
and religions liberty. Of course if 
any members violated the laws of the 
Church, they were liable to be dis- 
fellowahipped, as in any other com- 
munity. He then spoke of the Con- 
stitution of our country, which instru- 
ment was indicted under the spirit of 
inspiration, and we as a people had 
never violated or set at naught any 


of its principles. We held it sacred, 
and were willing to sustain it at any 
cost. And although we had been 
charged with its violation, no instance 
of proof could be found on record. 
But we were driven from our homes 
and our lands, which had been honestly 
paid for to Government, and in the 
midst of our distress and persecutions, 
when an appeal was made for redress 
and protection at the hands of our 
general government, though they ad- 
mitted our cause was just, yet they 
could do nothing for us. Thus they 
permitted us to become the victims of 
the most bitter persecution. What 
was all this for? Because we told 
them of their wickedness and called 
upon them to repent. We also told 
them of the illegality of all their mar- 
riages as regards the laws of God, for 
no marriage can be legal in the sight 
of God, unless it is performed by a 
man inspired of God, having autho- 
rity. 

He then stated the object and intent 
and use of Temples. They were not 
intended for the people to meet in for 
worsbip, as this Tabernacle was used 
for, but for the performance of those 
ceremonies and ordinances which had 
reference to time and also to eternity, 
by men holding divine authority. A 
great many of our young sisters who 
understood these things, would rather 
be married to a man having more 
wives, by a man of divine appoint- 
ment, than be married by one not au- 
thorized of God to a man having no 
wife. 

The Conference was adjourned till 


2 = 
he choir sang an anthem— 
O praise the Lord. 
Benediction by Elder John Taylor. 
2 p.m. 

The choir sang— 

Praise ye the Lord, ’tis good to raise 

Your hearts and voices in his praise. 
Prayer by Elder Wilford Woodruff. 
The choir sang— 

How beauteous are their feet, 

Who stand on Zion’s bill. . 

Elder Brigham Young, Jun., pre- 
sented the authorities of the Church, 
who were unanimously supported by 
the Conference, as follows— 

Brigham Young, Prophet, Seer and 
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Revelator, and President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints in all the world. 

Daniel H. Wells, Counselor to Pre- 
sident Brigham Young. 

Lorenzo Snow, Brigham Young, 
Jun., Albert Carrington, John W. 
Young, and George Q. Cannon, As- 
sistant Counselors to President Brig- 


ham Young. 

John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, 
Orson Hyde, Orson Pratt, Sen., 
Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, 
Erastus Snow, Franklin D. Richards. 
George Q. Cannon, Brigham Young, 
Jun., Joseph F. Smith and Albert 
Carrington, members of the Quorum 
of the Twelve. 

John Smith, Patriarch of the Church. 

Angus M. Oannon, President of this 
Stake of Zion, and David O. Calder 
and Joseph E. Taylor, his counselors. 

William Eddington, Thomas E. 
Jeremy, John H. Rumell, Miner G. 
Attwood, Dimick B. Huntington, 
Theodore McKean, Hosea Stout, 
Milando Pratt, J. R. Winder, Geo. 
J. Taylor, Henry Dinwoodey, Mil- 
len Attwood, Joseph Horne, Andrew 
W. Winberg and George Nebeker, 
members of the High Council. 

Elias Smith, President of the High 
Priests’ Quorum, and Edward Snel- 
grove and Elias Morris, his Coun- 
selors. 

Joseph Young, President of the 
first seven Presidents of the Seven- 
ties, and Levi W. Hancock, Henry 
Herriman, Albert P. Rockwood, 
Horace 8. Eldredge, Jacob Gates 
and John Van Cott, members of the 
— seven Presidents of the Seven 
ies. 

E. W. Davis, President of the El- 
ders’ Quorum, and W. W. Taylor and 
Junius F. Wells, his Counselors. 

Edward Hunter, Presiding Bishop, 
Leonard W. Hardy and Robert ＋ 
Burton, his Counselors. 

James Latham, President of the 
Priests’ Quorum; George Whittaker 
and William McLachlan, his Coun- 


sclors. 
President of 


Adam Spiers, the 
Teachers’ Quorum; Henry I. Dore- 
_ and Martin Lenzi, his Coun- 
selors. 


James Leach, President of the 


Deacons’ quorum ; John H. Picknell 
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and Thomas C. Jones, his Counselors. 

Brigham Young, Trustee in Trust 
for the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

Albert Carrington, President of the 
Perpetual Emigration Fund to gather 
the poor. 

Truman O. Angell, Architect of the 
Church. 

Orson Pratt, Historian and General 
Church Recorder, and Wilford Wood- 
ruff, his assistant. 

George Goddard was sustained as 
Clerk of Conference. 

The following names of missionaries 
were read by Elder Brigham Young, 
Jun., and unanimously sustained by the 
Conference. 

UNITED STATES. 

William M. Palmer, Monroe. 

Robert Lund, St. George. 

E. G. Woolley, * 

Thomas Judd, * 

John C. Harper, Payson. 

Franklin Haymore. „ 

Zebedee Coltrin, Jun., Spanish Fork. 

William Lowe, Willard. 

William Ward, 90 

Shadrach Jones, „ 

James Montgomery, Weber County. 
Thos. Richardson, Cache Valley. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

Lewis Howells, Wellsville. 

Ebenezer G. Defrieze, St. George. 

John Miles, St. George. 

Jabez W. Taylor, 11th Ward. 

George Goble West, 15th Ward. 

James McFarland, West Weber. 

Stephen L. Richards, Farmington. 

John F. F. Dorius, Ephraim. 

A. Tullgreen, Spring * 

James Keller, Brigham City. 

S. P. Neve, Salt Lake City. 

Ole Hanson, Logan. 

O. N. Liljenquist, Hyrum. 

Soren Jensen, Ist Ward, Salt Lake 
City. 

| R. Maeser, Salt Lake City. 

Jos. Horne, Gunnison. 

Theodore Braendli, Richfield. 

Leopold Wortblin, 11th Ward, Salt 
Lake City. 

Ward E. Pack, Kamas. 

Simpson M. Molen, Hyde Park. 

Elder John Van Cott bore testimony 
to the greatness of the work of God, 
which had been growing and increasing 
since its commencement, and traced 
its development amidst all the opposi- 
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tion and persecution through which 
it had passed, which rendered it a 
most marvellous work and a wonder. 
The results of the labors of the ser- 
vants of God in preaching to the na- 
tions of the earth were now before us 
in these valleys of the mountains. 
Tens of thousands who were gathered 
here from all parts of the world, who 
had received this blessed Gospel, could 
bear testimony to its divine origin. 

He spoke of the necessity of living 
before God, that we could have faith 
in him, so that bis power would ac- 
company our administrations to the 
sick, and raise them up to health and 
soundness by the laying on of hands. 
He spoke of the personal experience 
of the Saints, and their glorious pros- 
pects for the future, by their faithfully 
observing their covenants and living 
their religion. 

Elder Joseph E. Taylor said he had 
been down among a people who entirely 
ignored God, heaven and all sacred 
things. His labors had been devoted 
among those who had once known the 
truth, and had mingled their voices 
in bearing testimony to the truth in 
this Territory, who had turned away 
from the fold of Christ, and were now 
located on the banks of the Missouri, 
in the county of Pottawattomie. For 
many days he and his brethren devoted 
their time in going from house to house, 
and in doing so they only met with 
one family but what had relatives in 
Utah. They met with a very rank 
apostate spirit in that region of coun- 
try. They also met with quite a num- 
ber who had been deceived and led 
astray, and were lingering by the way; 
to all such they exercised much pa- 
tience and labor, and bore testimony 
to them of the truth, and some of 
them rejoiced in their teachings, and 
renewed their covenants, while others 
would wait and by being kindly writ- 
ten to by their friends here would come 
back again to the faith. 

Conference was adjourned till to- 
morrow morning at 10 a.m. 

The choir sang an anthem— 


_Give ear to my word. 
Benediction by Elder Elias Morris. 
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FOURTH DAY. 
Sunday, April 9th, 10 a.m. 
choir — 
e t orious Gospel light 

Has forth unto — 
Prayer by Elder John T. Caine. 
The choir saug 

What wondrous things we now behold, 

By Prophets seen in days of old. 

Elder James A. Little said he had 
been twenty-five years in the Church, 
most of which time he had spent in 
Southern Utah, and had, like many of 
his brethren, gained considerable ex- 
perience in the principles of eternal 
truth. He was On a mission to the 
States some few months ago, and had 
mingled considerably with the different 
religious sects of the day. He did 
not feel to condemn them as having 
no good in their systems. All men 
were not organized alike, some were 
enabled to receive more advanced 
truths than others. The more he 
traveled and mingled with the world, 
the more he was satisfied that while 
there was much evil in their midst 
there were thousands of as good and 
as honest men as could be found any- 
where. We must exercise charity 
towards all men, for those who did not 
obey the Gospel would certainly ob- 
tain from our Heavenly Father a sal- 
vation according to the light they had 
lived up to. 

Elder Angus M. Cannon bore testi- 
mony to the truth of the everlasting 
Gospel, urged a more faithful and de- 
voted life to the building up of Zion, 
to the building of Temples, that we 
might see God’s kingdom established 
in glory. Never let us oppress the 
hireling in his wa but act our 
nobly as men of God, that we might 
finally be saved in his kingdom with 
the elect of God. 

Elder R. T. Burton realized that the 
great work of God, commenced in these 
last days was of vast importance to 
the children of men. When the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel were again brought 
back to the earth, and its gifts and 
blessings enjoyed, the spirit of perse- 
cntion was aroused, especially in the 
religious world. When the testimony 
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE. 
* 


Come out ef her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not of ber plagues.—Kev. xviii, 4. 


And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house [the 
Church of God] shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say 
Come ye, and Tet us up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.—lIsaiah ii, 2, 3. 
LatTTER-Day Saints, the word of the Lord to you is, gather out of Babylon. 
Those who are possessed of means so to do, and are not encumbered by con- 
tracts or obligations, a breach of which would be dishonorable, and would 
infringe upon the rights of others, are called upon to gather to Zion. Those 
who have not sufficient means are called to exercise prudence, industry, and 
economy, and save all they possibly can, and await with faith and prayerful- 
ness the Lord’s time to help them. But none are called—whether rich or 
poor—to neglect payment of their debts before gathering, or to fail in the 
performance of any just obligation ; and far less to incur debts without know- 
ing, to a moral certainty, that they will be able to liquidate them according 
to promise. These remarks would be idle were all Saints who profess to be 
Saints; and some who desire to do right are sometimes unwittingly misled by a 
bad example. 

The Scriptures above quoted are prophetic. They are not commandments, 
and they are not to be so construed. Although these predictions appear in 
Holy Writ, it does not follow that men are thereby justified in establishing a 
Church upon the mountains, and calling it the Church of God, and in appointing 
a place of gathering for the nations. By no means. Yet this is the very kind 
of error that all Christendom have fallen into. It is the direct cause of the 
multiplied confusion now reigning in all her domain, and which justly entitles . 
her to the name of Babel or Babylon, out of which, we are told, the Lord was 
to call his people. | 

For example, who cannot see that Christ would not have ordained his 
Twelve Apostles unless it were t) confirm upon them authority distinct from 
all other men? It is true that he delegated to the Twelve, authority to ordain 
other seventy, and even many seventies if occasion required them, but still 
the authority so conferred was limited exclusively to those so ordained. None 
others had the rigbt to preach the Gospel, or to baptize the repentant for the 
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remission of sins, or to lay on hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost. Hence 

the Savior aptly compared his Church to a vine, saying, I am the vine, ye 
[his disciples] are the branches.” Again, As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself except it abide in the vine, no more can ye except ye abide inme.” The 
Holy Ghost is the sap of the vine here alluded to, and no man can impart it 
to ancther unless he has received authority todo so. That authority is origi- 
nally vested in Christ, and no man can acquire it only through the pure, legiti- 
mate channel. On the other hand, no man is entitled to the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, unless he is first cleansed from sin by faith, repentance, and water bap- 
tism administered by God’s authority. Yet men arrogate to themselves the 
right and authority to preach the Gospel and administer its ordinances, simply 
because they read that Christ commissioned his Apostles so to do! How ab- 
sure and impious! How could this do otherwise than create confusion, and 
make unbelievers of millions of reflecting men? For if any professed believer 
in Christ may set himself up to be God’s ambassador, and an administrator in 
the ordinances of Christ’s Church, then every professed believer in Christ may 
do the same, and the result must be a multiplicity of divers doctrines and con- 
flicting ordinances. Hence the promulgation of the ideas and notions of men, 
that are falsely aud impiously styled Christianity, and palmed upon the credu- 
lous and simple-minded as being the mind and will of God. 

When we say, therefore, that it is the word of the Lord to the Saints that 
they gather out of Babylon, we do not mean simply to remind them tbat the 
Holy Scriptures say so and so, but to remind them of what the Holy Ghost 
has, doubtless, already revealed to them individually. Every one knows their 
duty when it is revealed to them ; but it is not the word of the Lord to them 
until it isso revealed. A revelation to one man or one generation is not, ne- 
cessarily, a revelation to another; but we feel assured that every Latter-day 
Saint, having received the Holy Ghost is thereby taught to forsake Babylon 
and her ways, and we are only endeavoring to ‘“‘ stir up their pure minds by 
way of remembrance.” 

It is a fair and a truthful statement of the case to say, that if God requires 
anything of a people, he will first make that thing known to that people, and 
until it is made known, it cannot be required of them. Hence Jesus said 
of the Pharisees—learned in the written law, and the Prophets, and the tra- 
ditionary piety of their fathers— If I had not come and spoken unto them, 
they had not had sin; but now they have no cloak for their sin.” Again, Paul 
defines sin to be the transgression of the law, and he says, ‘‘ where there is 
no law, there is no condemnation.” 

Has God required anything, specifically, of the generations of men for 
many centuries? No, never since he had an inspired ministry upon the earth 
until the present generation. None of all these past generations since the 
Apostolic age, therefore, could sin against the law of God, however much they 
might transgress other laws. From this point of view we are led to inquire, 
how without renewed revelation can it be determined who are God’s people 
and who are sinners? If the earth is to be cleansed by fire, the righteous 
preserved, and the sinners destroyed, as predicted by Isaiah, Malachi, Peter, 
John, and many other holy men, how shall it be determined who are righteous, 
and who are sinners, if there is no law of God to be observed or transgressed ? 
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It is said that the Holy Scriptures contain the law of God. They contain, 
in part, a record of God's laws revealed at divers times, to former genera- 
tions, and as adapted to the circumstances of the people to whom they were 
delivered. It was men’s obedience to, or transgression of, these laws, which 
proved them to be righteous or sinful in their respective generations ; but will 
this generation necessarily be justified or condemned by these? Far from it. 

Let us inquire in what way, and how far the Holy Scriptures affect the 
matters already alluded to here, namely, the gathering of the Saints, and 
the initiatory ordinances of the Gospel. The Scriptures certainly establish the 
fact that the children of God and the people of the world never had any affin- 
ity with each other in olden times. Hence we read that Abraham was com- 
manded to depart out of Ur of the Chaldees, his native country, unto Canaan, 
a land which the Lord promised to give to his seed for an everlasting inherit- 
ance. Hence, too, Moses was required to gather Israel out from among the 
Egyptians, and lead them into Canaan. Jesus said of Jernsalem, ‘‘ How often 
would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood 
under her wings, and ye would not.“ John declared that Jesus would gather 
his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire.” Daniel tells of a kingdom that the God of heaven would set up in the 
last days, at some distant period subsequent to the formation of the “ten 
kingdoms of Europe,” (typified by the toes of the image) which should grow 
out of the Roman Empire, and prior to the second coming of Christ. Nor was 
the setting up of the kingdom so typified as to denote that allusion was made 
te the second coming of the Messiah, in glory and splendor, with all the hea- 
venly hosts; but as a little stone ent out of the meuntain without hands,” 
which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake 
them to pieces ; then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, 
broken to pieces together, aud became like the chaff of the summer threshing- 
floors ; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them ; 
and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth.” 

These few scriptures—and we have not space to quote many—show the dis- 
tinctiveness of God’s people ; that they were something not only outside of, 
and apart from, the people of the world, but in direct antagonism to them ; 
and that Jesus would have set up his kingdom among the Jews had they suf- 
fered him to have done so. Matthew xxi, 43, tells us that the kingdom of 
God was to be taken from the Jews and given to the Gentiles ; who also re- 
jected it, by putting to death God’s servants as did the Jews the Savior. 
Daniel also shows that at a certain period God would again set up his kingdom 
among men, first, asa little stone, but which should ultimately become as a great 
mountain and fill the whole earth, and that as the kingdom of God grew, so 
_ should the kingdoms of this world proportionately fall to pieces. 

It is exceedingly profitable to read these Scriptures, inasmuch as men believe 
them, and lay them to heart ; for they prepare them to receive the kingdom 
that God has again restored, and the laws which he has again revealed. But 
it would be as absurd, and as impious, for any man or men, not having divine 
authority, to attempt gathering a people, or setting up God’s kingdom, because 
of these Scriptures, as it js for the whole legion of modern divines assuming to 
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be Christ’s ambassadors, simply because the Scriptures say that Christ had 
ambassadors on earth in former times, and will have them again. 

It is also profitable to read the Scriptures concerning the plan of salvation, 
for when the living oracles preach faith, repentance, baptism for the remission 
of sins, and the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, their doc- 
trines and the Scriptures are found to accord perfectly. But it should be 
borne in mind that the Scriptures can not impart to men the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, nor baptize them for the remission of sins, nor admit them to the 
Kingdom of God, nor qualify them to admister these ordinances. God must 
do this. He has done it. He has delegated to men in this generation the 
authority held by Moses, Elias, Peter, James, and John, for the preaching of 
the Gospel, for the remission of sins, for the gathering of Israel, and for the 
building up of the Kingdom of God. D. McK. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT B. YOUNG. 

President Brigham Young writes us under date of April 15th, as follows: — 
„Our Annual Conference convened on the 6th inst., and continued in session 
until the afternoon of the 9th. The weather waa inclement and the Tabernacle 
cold, this brought a severe cold upon me, which prevented my being present at 
the meetings of the last two days. The principal subject dwelt upon by the 
Elders who addressed the Conference, was the desirability of moving forward 
in the work of building the Temple in Salt Lake City, and the various Quorums of 
the Priesthood—Seventies, High Priests, Elders, etc., were called upon, as 
Quorums, to set good, thorough men to work forthwith, in quarrying, cutting, 
and laying rock, and in other labor that would tend to the erection of this 
house of the Lord. The brethren thus employed are to be sustained and paid 
by the Quorums, through donations from the various members, without touch- 
ing the Tithing, which will be used in paying the freight on rock from the 
quarry, also in the purchase of iron, steel, and other material, etc., as there 
shall be need therefor ; we hope, by this means, to have not less than two 
hundred men working this summer on the Temple Block and at the stone 
quarry, as we think each Quorum of Seventies can, on an average, send two 
men, and the balance can certainly be supplied by the High Priests and Elders. 

The new building of Z. C. M. I. was opened for business on the Ist inst., 
and, since that date, the Institution has been doing a largely increased busi- 
ness. The building is a success in every way, has all the light aud ventilation 
that could be desired, is so compact and convenient that we expect to be able 
to do the same work with twenty-five per cent. less employees, and has many 
other advantages for the rapid and efficient conduct of business. The scene 
within is grand and unique, as in certain portions of the house a general view 
can be had of all three floors with their varied classes of merchandise. 

The date that myself and party will start for the south has not yet been 
definitely fixed upon. It will depend much upon the weather and the roads, 
as the latter still remain very bad, much snow having fallen within the past 
few days in Sanpete and contignous valleys. The spring is unprecedently 
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late, and the farmers and horticulturists have as yet scarcely been able to com- 
mence their labors on the soil. 

Since Conference my health has been gradually improving, and I am now 
in moderately good health and in excellent spirits.” | 

The President further writes :—‘‘ The Moquis, Navajoe, and other tribes of 
Lamanites in those southern regions are constantly increasing in confidence in, 
and good feeling towards the brethren. One of the Navajoe chiefs, as a proof 
of his friendship, brought in four oxen which he said had at some time been 
atolen from the ‘‘Mormons.” In the northern parts of the Territory, Elder 
George W. Hill intends resuming his labors amongst the tribes this summer. 
He is entirely devoted to teaching those outcasts of Israel the principles of the 
Gospel, and the arts of a true and pure civilization. It is presumable that he 
will meet with a vigorous opposition from those who hate the Gospel, and 
those who live by their exactions and frauds upon the red men.” 


PRESIDENT CARRINGTON AND Party.—We have received news from Prest. 
Carrington at Copenhagen, April 25th, of which the following is an abstract :— 
% We arrived here on the 20th inst., after a very pleasant journey so far, all 
well, and found all well here, and were cordially welcomed by Prest. N. C. 
Flygare and the Elders and Saints. 

Our Conference meetings here began on the evening of the 22nd, at which 
the Branch Presidents and the Conference President made their reports, which 
were very favorable. On the 23rd we held three meetings, at each of which 
the congregations were large and strictly attentive. There were twenty-one 
Elders from Utah present. The speaking was very spirited, and the instruo- 
tions excellent. 

Prest. Flygare thinks the number of emigrants from Scandinavia, June 28th, 
will be about 500. This does not include the Saints from the Swiss, German, 
and Italian Mission. 

We expect to leave here on the 27th inst. for Gottenborg, where we hold 
Conference meetings on the 29th and 30th insts.; thence to Christiania, 
Norway, and hold Conference meetings there on the 6th and 7th of May; 
thence to Stockholm, Sweden, and hold Conference meetings there on the 13th 
and 14th of May ; returning to Copenhagen as soon as possible after the 14th. 
We then proceed to Bern, Switzerland, via Berlin, Frankfort, Cologne, Metz, 
and Strasbourg, expecting to reach Bern on or before May 26th. By letter 
just received from Prest. Stucki, we learn he purposes holding Conference 
meeting in Bern on May 28th.” 


Re.ease.—Elder Mons Petersen is released from his labors in the Scandin- 
avian Mission to return home on the 10th inst. 


Book or DocrrinE AND Covenants For Sate.—We have now on hand 
some copies of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, which we offer for sale 
at the following prices—roan embossed, 2s. 6d., calf gilt, 4s. Morocco extra, 
Ss. 
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FORTY-SIXTH ANNUAL 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[CONTINCED FROM PAGB 295. ] 


our ears, on prayerfully investigating 
those testimonies and principles which 
they taught, did we not find that it 
was not a cunningly devised fable, but 
a system of divine truth that would 
bear the strictest scrutiny, demon- 
stratively proved from the Bible? 
And from the blessings we had received 
since we yielded obedience to the or- 
dinances of the Gospel, we could bear 
testimony to the truth of the mission 
of Joseph Smith. The Gospel there- 
fore, that we had received, was nothing 
short of the power of God unto salva- 
tion as in days of old, when Christ 
and his Apostles enjoyed the same. 
Elder A. F. McDonald said for the 
last three years he had been in St. 
George, being interested in the erec- 
tion of the Temple, the basement of 
which was completed, and other por- 
tions of it were rapidly advancing. 
He bore a good testimony of the 
mechanics sent there from different 
rts of the Territory, of their faith- 
ul labors, and the excellent spirit 
they enjoyed while laboring there. 
He spoke highly of the generosity of 
the people towards its erection, and 
had no doubt there would be an equal 
response by the people towards the 
completion of the Temple in this city. 
Elder John T. Caine said his faith 
and whole soul were as much engaged 
in the building up of the Kingdom of 
God as those who were more conspic- 
uous in public speaking than himself, 
for he was naturally diffident. He 
exhorted to a faithful and practical 
exhibition of our faith in our daily 
life. He had always accorded to 
others the same amount of liberty in 
the exercise of their religious convic- 
tions that he claimed for himself. 
Elder Wilford Woodruff recited 
several instances of the power of faith, 
recorded in the Bible, and said also 
by that same power Joseph Smith had 
been enabled to accomplish all that he 
did in laying the foundation of the 
great latter-day kingdom. By faith 
the Apostles had been able to travel 
without purse or scrip tens of thou- 
sands of miles to preach the Gospel. 
By faith President B. Young led this 


people into the wilderness, where the 
savage was accustomed to roam. By 
faith, industry, and the blessing of 
God, this barren, desert land had been 
turned into a fruitful field. Witheut 
the power of God aceompanving the 
efforts of the Elders, this Territory 
would never have been peopled by 
those we now saw here. Every one 
who received the Gospel was under 
obligation to bear testimony to the 
truth. The prophecies of the Bible 
could not have been fulfilled, if an 
angel had not come to the earth, and 
brought the Gospel to the children of 
men. Why did God choose that un- 
tutored boy, Joseph Smith, to be en- 
trusted with the keys of salvation? 
Why did he not choose one of the 
popular preachers of the day? Sim- 


ply because God could not use them, 


for they would sell the kingdom for 
popularity, hence he chose a poor 
boy, and led him by revelation day 
day, until he had completed the wor 
he was raised up to do. 

He then spoke of those who had 
never heard the fullness of the ever- 


lasting — and the necessity for 


Temples to be erected, so that the or- 
dinances of the Gospel might be per- 
formed for those in the spirit world. 
He addressed a few encouraging words 
to the young men, also to the members 
of the relief societies. 
The Conference was adjourned till 
2 o’clock, p.m. 
The choir sang an anthem— 
Sing praises to the Lord. 
Benediction by Elder F. D. Rich- 
ards. 
2 p.m. 
The 
saw a might . 
To earth he wee 
3 by Eider George B. Wal- 


The choir sang 
O Lord of hosts, we now invoke, 
Thy Spirit, most divine. 

While the sacrament was being ad- 
ministered, the names of the following 
missionaries were read by Elder Brig- 
ham Young, Jun., and sustained by 
unanimous vote— 
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John Dykman, Sen., Salt Lake City. 
Thomas Ball, Coalville. 

John Robinson, Coalville. 

David W. Davis, Logan. 
Benjamin H. Tollman, 13th Ward, 
Salt Lake City. 

N. M. Peterson, Richfield. 
James M. Peterson, Richfield. 
Lorenzo D. Young, Jun., Salt Lake 


ty. 
Thomas Allsop, South Cottonwood. 
Erasmus Christensen, Bear River 


City. 
UNITED STATES. 

J. T. Lesonbee, Monroe. 

Nicholas Smith, Spanish Fork. 

Elder Orson Pratt spoke at length 
on the introduction of the Gospel by 
a holy angel according to the predic- 
tion of the Apostle John, while ban- 
ished upon the Isle of Patmos. 

He examined from a sciptural stand- 

int the religious pretensions of the 
— Catholic and Protestant faiths, 
also referred to the Puritan Fathers, 
who broke loose from the ecclesiastical! 
tyranny of the mother country, and 
established themselves upon this Ame- 
rican continent, where they could 
worship God according to the dictates 
of their own consciences. 
He spoke of the introduction of the 
Gospel by a holy angel through Joseph 
Smith, and the organization of the 
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Church, and also of the downfall of 
Babylon, which had reference to that 

t ecclesiastical power spoken of 
y the Apostle John. The word of 
the Lord was to all those who em- 
braced the Gospel in the last days, 
Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
receive not of her plagues.” 

The gathering together of the Saints, 
he also showed to be in accordance 
with the prophetic writings of scrip- 
ture. The setting up of the Kingdom 
of God in the last days he referred to 
as spoken of by the Prophet Daniel, 
in in ting the image which he. 
saw in vision. 

He — the — — 
ness, to repared for the g 
Zion and the coming of the Son of 
Man, with the Apostles and Patriarchs 
of old, who will reign as kings and 
priests on the earth for a thousand 
years, according to promises made to 
them. | 

The Conference was adjourned till 
next October 6th, at 10 a.m., at the 
New Tabernacle. | 

The choir sang an anthem— 

„We praise thee, O God.” 

Benediction by 
Young, Jun. 

Grone GopDaRD, 
Clerk of Conference. 
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HOME CORRESPONDENCE. 
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ENGLAND. 


61 Great Freeman Street, 
Nottingham, April 29, 1876. 
Elder D. McKenzie. 

Dear Brother,—Having a little lei- 
sure time this morning, I thought I 
would communicate a few items to you 
pertaining to our welfare in this part 
of the world. The work of the Lord 
is steadily progressing in the majority 
of our Branches. We are having good 
lively meetings which, as a 2 are 
thing are pretty well attended by 
Saints and strangers, and I am happy 
to state that we are continually adding 
a few to our numbers by taking them 
down into the waters of regeneration. 


After attending District Meeting at 
Wymondham, on the 9th, tea-party 
there on the 10th, and a meeting at 
Lowestoft on the 11th, as reported by 
Prest. Hopkin; on Thursday, the 
13th, I started home, visiting all the 
Saints in my line of travel. We held 
several meetings which were well at- 
tended, and a great spirit of inqui 
was manifested on every hand. 1 had 
the privilege of adding ten persons to 
the Church by baptism for the remis- 
sion of sins and the laying on of 
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Two of the persons baptized have ve 
kindly opened their houses to the El- 
ders, and are anxious to have us visit 
and preach to them as often as possible. 
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On Sunday, 16th, I held meetings 
in a private house in the edge of Hunt- 
ingdonshire, and had a very good hear- 
ing on each occasion, but the house 
being small I concluded to try and get 
a small chapel in the place belonging 
to a gentleman and lady—preachers 
by profession—residing at a village 
pa four miles distant. I visited 
them on Monday. The gentleman 
met me in his front room, and when I 
made known my business, asked me if 
I belonged to any denomination. I 
told him I was a Latter-day Saint 
missionary. He asked me if i meant 
a Mormon.“ I answered him in the 
affirmative. ‘‘Then,” said he, I 
could not think of letting you have 
our chapel.” His wife also said it was 
useless to ask, for I could not have it 
on any account. The gentleman added 
‘no, not if 7 were to offer your 
weight in gold for the use of it!” I 
asked them their objections. They 
replied the Mormons taught unright- 
eovs principles, and that they had 
heard enough about them to convince 
them that they were a wicked people. 
I asked them to please state what prin- 
ciples taught by them were unright- 
eous, and what they had heard about 
them that was wicked, as I was there 
to defend our principles and people, 
and if there was anything wrong, I 
= to know it, but they said the 
did not wish to discuss the matter. 
asked them if they ever heard any of 
our Elders preach, they said they had 
not. Then, said I, if you will rent me 
your chapel and come to hear me 
preach, I will endeavor to make plain 
the principles. we believe and practice ; 
but they said they did not intend to 


come to hear any of us, they had heard 
enough. I told them that the Scrip- 
tures tell us—‘‘he that judgeth a 
matter without hearing it is not wise.” 
I then bore my testimony to them that 
Joseph Smith was a true Prophet of 
God, and that the Gospel we taught 
was the everlasting Gospel, and that 
obedience to it would give every honest 
man and woman the same knowledge; 
and bid them good day. In all my 
travels I find those who are the most 
prejudiced, are persons who do not 
understand our principles, and who 
ought to know better than to judge a 
matter before hearing both sides of the 
question. 

To-morrow we commence preaching 
in the open air, and will be measurably 
independent as far as meeting rooms 
are concerned. 

Elder P. D. Lyman is in the enjoy- 
ment of excellent health and spirits, 
and is one with me in doing all he pos- 
sibly can to help roll on the work of 
the Lord among the people in this 
locality, and we hope by the help of 
our Heavenly Father, to be able to 
take every advantage of the times and 
extend our borders in every part of 
our Conference as much as possible. 

We are having much joy in our la- 
bors, which I hope may be the case 
with you and all the faithful Elders of 
Israel in every land, for whom we 
always pray. 

With kind love to yourself, and all 
in the Office, and to Prest. Carrington 
and party when you write, in which 
Elder Lyman heartily joins, I am 
yoar brother in the Gospel of peace. 

Gro. L. 


CakDINAL Mannina on Paur — Cardinal Manning, in a recent ser- 


mon, referred to English pauperism in the following pointed language: — 
England, the richest of all countries, has upon it a stain and a shame not to 
be found in countries which Englishmen assume to despise ; he meant pauper- 
ism, an intense demoralized state of poverty. Poverty in itself was an hon- 
orable state; but pauperism was something altogether distinct from poverty. 
Pauperism was that wrecked condition of men and of families out of which 
there was no rising by any effort of their own. And hat did it come from? 
It would take too long to endeavor to say. One reason he would state, the 
overwhelming rity of the rich, the closeness of the hands and the hearts, 
and the ignorance in which the rich lived and died of the state of the poor who 
lived and died round about their dwellings. The possession of wealth and 
1 generated a selfishness and uncousciousness of the sufferings of — 
so that men were wrapped up in their own daily indulgence, and were forgetf 
of those who were in want.” 
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